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January 2026

Dear Bruckner Society of America members and Bruckner Lovers,

As we begin the new year of 2026, I write on behalf of the Board of Directors

with greetings and best wishes to all members of the Bruckner Society of America.

After the great Bruckner excitement of 2024, 2025 felt just slightly anticlimactic.
2026 seems to augur a modest but noticeable revival of Bruckner performances and
interest. In the US, in particular, noteworthy performances are upcoming with major
orchestras as well as regional, local and university orchestras and choral groups. Please
don’t hesitate to let us know of performances in your area that you feel the Society should

know about.

As ever, the Society is remaining active. On April 3™ and 4" this year, the BSA
and our journal, The Bruckner Journal, will host an international conference at the Yale
School of Music, very much on the model of the conference we held there in 2023. Many
speakers will join us in person, while others will present on Zoom from Europe. All
Bruckner lovers are warmly invited to attend in person, but if that is not possible, all
conference presentations will be live-streamed on Zoom for those who wish to attend that
way. More information may be seen here. We thank our friend and colleague Paul

Hawkshaw for making it possible for us to meet at Yale once again.

The Society will soon award two richly deserved Bruckner Medals of Honor.
One will be to Fabio Luisi in Dallas on January 16" in conjunction with a performance of
the Ninth Symphony by the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. The second will be to Manfred
Honeck in Pittsburgh on February 21 before a performance of the Eighth by the
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. I am especially pleased about these awards because
Luisi and Honeck are, in my opinion, two of the best Bruckner conductors of our day.
Their interpretations are excellent as well as distinctive, as the splendid recordings each

of them has made demonstrate so well.

The Society was delighted to appoint two new members of Board of Directors
at our 2025 annual meeting: Robert Alps and Miguel Ramirez, both true lovers of

Bruckner and, in Miguel’s case, the author of a fine book called Anton Bruckner and the


https://www.brucknersocietyamerica.org/about/index
https://www.brucknerjournal.com/conferences/tbjconference

Reception of His Music: A History of Dichotomies and Controversies. They both bring
good ideas and energy to the board.

As always, we warmly invite anyone who wishes to submit reviews of new
Bruckner recordings, concerts, essays on favorite recordings or other Bruckner-related
topics to The Bruckner Journal. We are eager to welcome new voices into its pages, so

please don't hesitate to write the editor, Michael Cucka (editor@brucknerjournal.com) if

you have something to share! We are also always happy to hear from you with
comments, suggestion, or ideas about how you would like to be involved with the

Society: contact@brucknersocietyamerica.org

Finally, I urge you to renew your BSA membership for 2026. Membership fees

are the main source of funding for the Society's activities. In addition to supporting our
efforts to promote the appreciation and understanding of Bruckner and his music, your

BSA membership will bring you three issues of The Bruckner Journal each year.

With best wishes for a happy and healthy year filled with the special pleasures

and rewards that Bruckner's music offers!

Ben Korstvedt
Bengamon W Roratiett:
President, Bruckner Society of America
bkorstvedt@clarku.edu
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